
Cefotax 
®

IM/IV Injection
Cefotaxime Sodium USP

Cefotax® (Cefotaxime) is a semisynthetic, broad-spectrum bactericidal 
cephalosporin antibiotic. Cefotaxime is active in-vitro against a wide range 
of Gram-negative and Gram-positive organisms. It is highly stable in 
presence of beta-lactamases.

Composition:

Cefotax® 250 mg IM/IV injection: Each vial contains Cefotaxime USP 
250 mg as Cefotaxime Sodium. Each ampoule contains a solvent of 5 ml 
water for injection.

Cefotax® 500 mg IM/IV injection: Each vial contains Cefotaxime USP 
500 mg as Cefotaxime Sodium. Each ampoule contains a solvent of 10 ml 
water for injection.

Cefotax® 1 gm IM/IV injection: Each vial contains Cefotaxime USP 1gm as 
Cefotaxime Sodium. Each ampoule contains a solvent of 10 ml water for injection.

Indication:
Cefotax® (Cefotaxime) is indicated for the treatment of the following infections:

Septicemia
Respiratory tract infections: such as acute or chronic bronchitis, 
bacterial pneumonia, infected bronchiectasis, lung abscess and post- 
operative chest infections
Urinary tract infections: such as acute and chronic pyelonephritis, 
cystitis and asymptomatic bacteriuria
Soft-tissue infections: such as cellulites, peritonitis and wound infections
Bone and joint infections: such as osteomyelitis, septic arthritis
Obstetric and gynecological infections: such as pelvic inflammatory disease
Gonorrhea particularly when penicillin has failed or is unsuitable
Other bacterial infections: such as meningitis and other sensitive infections 
Prophylaxis: The administration of Cefotaxime preoperatively reduces the 
incidence of certain infections in patients undergoing surgical procedures.

Dosage and Administration:
Adults:
The recommended dosage for mild to moderate infections is 1 g every 
12 hourly. However, dosage may be varied according to the severity of 
infection, sensitivity of causative organisms, and condition of the patient. 
In severe infections dosage may be increased up to 12 gm daily given in 
3 to 6 divided doses. For infections caused by sensitive Pseudomonas 
sp. daily doses of greater than 6 gm will usually be required.

For Adult

Type of Infection  Daily Dose  Frequency & Route

Uncomplicated Infections  2 gm  1 gm 12 hourly IM or IV

Moderate to severe Infections  3-6 gm  1-2 gm 8 hourly IM or IV
Infections commonly needing
antibiotics in higher dosage 
(e.g. Septicemia)  6-8 gm  2 gm 6-8 hourly IV

Life-threatening Infections  Up to 12 gm  2 gm 4 hourly IV

Gonococcal Urethritis/Cervicitis 
in males & females  0.5 gm  0.5 gm IM (single dose)

Rectal gonorrhea in females  0.5 gm  0.5 gm IM (single dose)

Rectal gonorrhea in males  1 gm  1 gm IM (single dose)

Children & infants (1 month to 12 years):

The usual dosage range is 100-180 mg/kg/day in 4 to 6 equal divided doses. 

For body weights 50 kg or more, the usual adult dosage should be used.

Neonates:
The recommended dosage is 50-180 mg/kg/day in 2 to 4 divided doses

Neonates (birth to 1 month)

  0-1 week of age  50 mg/kg per dose every 12 hours IV

  1-4 weeks of age  50 mg/kg per dose every 8 hours IV

Dosage in Renal Impairment:

There is no clinical evidence supporting the necessity of changing the 
dosage of cefotaxime in patients with profound renal dysfunction. It is 
recommended that the dose of cefotaxime should be halved in patients 
with estimated creatinine clearance of less than 20 mL/min/1.73 m2. 

Direction for Reconstitution:

For reconstitution purpose add water for injection as per the following chart:

 Route  250 mg  500 mg  1 gm

 IM  2 ml  2 ml  3 ml

 IV  2-5 ml  2-10 ml  4-10 ml

Contraindication:

Cefotax® (Cefotaxime) is contraindicated in patients who have shown 
hypersensitivity to Cefotaxime or the cephalosporin group of antibiotics.

Pregnancy and Lactation:

There are no well-controlled studies in pregnant women. This drug should 
be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. Cefotaxime is excreted in 
milk in low concentrations. Caution should be exercised when Cefotaxime 
is administered to a nursing woman.

Side Effects:

Generally Cefotaxime is well tolerated. The most common adverse 
reactions have been local reactions following IM or IV injection. 
Hypersensitivity reactions have been reported; these include skin rashes, 
drug fever, eosinophilia, very rarely urticaria, and anaphylaxis. Transient 
elevations of BUN, creatinine, and serum alkaline phosphatase levels 
have been reported. Neutropenia, transient leukopenia, eosinophilia, 
thrombocytopenia and agranulocytosis have been reported. Administration 
of high doses of cephalosporins particularly in patients with renal 
insufficiency may result in encephalopathy.

Special Warning and Precaution:

Careful inquire should be made to determine whether the patient has had 
previous hypersensitivity reactions to Cefotaxime Sodium, 
cephalosporins, penicillins, or other drugs. Cefotax  (Cefotaxime) should 
be prescribed with caution in individuals with a history of gastrointestinal 
disease, particularly colitis.

Drug Interaction:

Increased nephrotoxicity has been reported following concomitant 
administration of cephalosporins and aminoglycoside antibiotics.

Storage :

Store in a cool (below 30oC), dry place and away from light and children.

How Supplied:

Cefotax® (Cefotaxime) is supplied as a sterile crystalline powder in glass vials.

Cefotax® 250 mg IM/IV injection: Pack of 1 vial contains Cefotaxime USP 250 
mg as Cefotaxime Sodium accompanied by a solvent ampoule of 5 ml water for 
injection.

Cefotax® 500 mg IM/IV injection: Pack of 1 vial contains Cefotaxime USP 500 
mg as Cefotaxime Sodium accompanied by a solvent ampoule of 10 ml water for 
injection.

Cefotax® 1 gm IM/IV injection: Pack of 1 vial contains Cefotaxime USP 1 gm as 
Cefotaxime Sodium accompanied by a solvent ampoule of 10 ml water for 
injection.

Manufactured by
RENATA LIMITED
Rajendrapur, Gazipur, Bangladesh. 


